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Ascot Vale Special School 
1 Tasma Street 
Ascot Vale 3032  ascot.vale.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Office: 9370 8906/9370 8931  www.ascotvaless.vic.edu.au 
VCAL: 9370 8911 

BULLETIN 

 
Hi Parents and Carers, 
 

This letter contains important information for Parents and Carers.  
 
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible 
learning. Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government 
has advised that schools can begin a phased return to on-site schooling.  
 
Students in all specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday 26th May. We are 
certainly looking forward to having students back at school, and I hope that they are 
excited as well to be back. 
 
May 25th: Pupil Free Day: To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, 
Monday 25th May will be a pupil-free day. There will be no students at school on this 
day.  

 
May 26th: Students attend school: All students will be expected to attend school as 
normal. This means, if you choose to keep your child/children home after the school 
has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from home.   
 
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for serious health or medical 
reasons. For those families, please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan in 
moving forward. Medical certificates will need to be provided by a medical 
practitioner. It is not feasible to provide the same level of support that was provided 
in the delivery of flexible and remote learning. 
 
It is imperative that when students return to school they bring their iPad and 
charger. 
 
Health and Wellbeing: Students, Staff and Parents: To support the health and 
wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning 
routine and will encourage frequent hand washing for all students and staff. 
 
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school.  If your child is sick 
it is important that you seek medical advice from your child’s doctor. If any child 
presents at school being unwell, you will be immediately phoned to collect your child 
as we need, as a school, to keep all students and staff safe. Your child will be isolated 
in the sick bay until collected. 
 
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to 
maintain physical distancing at school, there will be several important changes to our 
school operations, consistent with health advice.  
 
Also you must provide your child with their own drink container, clearly labelled with 
their name. 
 

Cont’d... 

THURSDAY, 14 May 2020 

 

Monday, 25 May 
Pupil Free  
Curriculum Day 
 
 
Tuesday, 26 May 
Return to School 
 
 
Friday, 5 June 
Pupil Free  
Curriculum Day 
 
 
Monday, 8 June 
Queens Birthday  
Public Holiday 
 
 
Friday, 26 June 
End Term 2 
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Cont’d... 

School Changes: School contract buses will drop off and pick up at the rear of the school in Fernhill Street. Par-
ents transporting students to and from school are asked to use the front entrance of the school for pick and drop 
off.  
 
Parents and carers dropping off or picking up their child from school at any time of the day are to wait in the staff 

carpark entrance on strategically placed social distancing markers, until greeted by a staff member. This must be 

adhered to. No parent/carer is to enter the school. 

The driveway front gates will be open, and this will be the only entrance to enter the school during school hours. 

The single use pedestrian gate will remain locked. If all social distancing markers are in use, parents will need to re-

main outside the school grounds and adhere to social distancing regulations on the footpath. In the event of wet 

weather, parents will need to be equipped with an umbrella.  

The school site will have restrictions on access for anyone other than immediate school staff and students. This will 

be strictly enforced for all parents and visitors unless their entry is absolutely essential and prior arrangement has 

been made. If you need to communicate with the school, please do so via phone or Seesaw. 

The school will use the Webex Conferencing Facility to conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews. Further 

advice will be provided on when these meetings will occur.  

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can 
assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s 
website, which will continue to be updated https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/
coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time and we look forward to welcoming our 
students back to the classroom. 

 

Cheers, Colin 

 

 

The Creative Play Shed 

was stocked this week, 

we can’t wait to see what 

those imaginations  

create. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
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Week 4 

 

SEE 

Move dominant index finger forward from eye. 

 

*May use natural gesture: index and middle 
fingers slightly apart.  

 

 

 

Can You Hop Like Beth ? 

 
Beth demonstrating the Two Foot Hop (forwards and backwards!) 

 

1. Stand facing the line you want to hop over 

2. Bend your knees 

3. JUMP! 

 

If it’s too easy you can jump backwards over the line. 

How many times can you jump back and fourth before you get tired? 

 

Emma 
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Freya found a bird’s 

nest in her garden 

Beans from Heather’s  

garden 

A Praying Mantas 

spotted in  

 Lakshan’s garden 

Beautiful flowers  

Phum gave his Mum  

for Mother’s Day 

James and Billy 

Sophie  

Colin  

Leeanne 

Rudved 

Christine 

Lucas 

Esteban 
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How people might react to your child with disability 
People will react and respond in different ways to your child with disability. Some people will be very open 
and supportive. On the other hand, people can be dismissive and judgmental about children with 
disability. Or they might be nice, but not really mean it. People might also think your child’s disability gives 
them the right to ask you or your child questions or give you advice. 
 
Sometimes you’ll respond better than at other times, and that’s OK. If you’re prepared for all sorts of 
reactions to your child’s disability, you’re more likely to be able to respond the way you want to.  
 
Positive reactions to disability 
Most people will be supportive, sensitive and helpful. For example: 
 ‘That sounds pretty tiring. Is there something I can do to help?’ 
 ‘It’s such a privilege to work with Ahmed. He’s a great kid.’ 
 
When someone makes a helpful or positive comment, it’s good to respond in a way that opens up the 
conversation – for example, ‘Thank you, that’s really encouraging’. People are more likely to keep 
responding to you and your child in this way if you’re positive back to them. 
 
Unhelpful or negative reactions to disability 
Sometimes people aren’t sure how to respond so they might say unhelpful or even hurtful things, even if 
they don’t mean to. For example: 
 ‘She’ll probably grow out of it. Some children are just slow.’ 
 ‘There’s nothing wrong with him. Boys are like that – very active and into everything.’ 
 ‘What’s wrong with her?’ 

 
At other times people just say or do nasty and hurtful things for their own reasons. For example, 
sometimes people or children: 
 might not really understand about the disability – for example, ‘Sorry, but we can’t invite him to 

Robyn’s birthday party. We’re having a jumping castle and he couldn’t do that anyway. He’ll just get 
upset’ 

 give unwanted advice – for example, ‘I know another person who had the same disability and they 
bought this package from the internet. It fixed it in no time’ 

 are just insensitive – for example, ‘Luckily your other children are normal’ or ‘Did his father’s genes 
cause that? You should never have had children with him’ 

 don’t know what to say or do, so they do something inappropriate, like giving all their attention to 
your child with disability and ignoring his siblings, or fussing over your child with disability. 

 
It’s normal to feel upset and hurt by reactions like these, and there’s no one right way to respond. How 
you respond depends on how you’re feeling, who made the comment and where you are at the time. But 
it often helps to have some strategies to fall back on when you’re faced with unhelpful reactions. 
 
How to handle unhelpful or negative reactions to disability 
Pick your battles: Sometimes you might want to stand up for yourself or your child and correct or 
challenge a negative comment. If you can stay calm and speak clearly, this can feel very empowering. But 
sometimes you might not feel ready for a confrontation, or you might realise it won’t make any difference. 
In situations like this, it’s OK to let it go. You can just ignore the comment and change the subject.  
 
Use the opportunity to educate: Sometimes you might feel like helping the person by educating 
them about your child’s disability. For example, ‘Many children with autism spectrum disorder go to 
regular primary schools’. If another child asks you about your child’s behaviour or ability, you can answer 
honestly in language the child can understand. For example, ‘The muscles in Tia’s legs get tired, so she 
can’t walk fast’. 
 
Use a standard response: Sometimes a standard response is all you need. For example, ‘It’s 
complicated to explain. If it’s OK, I’d rather talk about something else’, or ‘There’s a good description of 
this disability on raisingchildren.net.au’. 
 
Choose not to respond: Sometimes it’s OK to smile and walk away, or say you just don’t feel like talking 
about it. For example, ‘I don’t really want to talk to you about this now. Do you mind if we leave it for 
another time?’ It’s also OK to ignore the comment and not respond at all. For example, ‘Hasn’t the 
weather been great/awful lately?’ 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftoday.yougov.com%2Ftopics%2Flifestyle%2Farticles-reports%2F2016%2F03%2F03%2Fpositive-reaction-facebooks-new-reactions&psig=AOvVaw3ZE8kqAHIasbOh0gce4kkL&ust=1589416782693000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRx
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Take a moment before responding  
If you pause for a few moment before responding to a hurtful comment, you’re more likely to be able to 
say something constructive and positive. For example, ‘These days, most children born with Down syn-
drome grow up to lead happy, healthy and productive lives’. 
If you feel you can, it’s good to let people know that you’re hurt so they’re more careful next time – for 
example, ‘It hurts when you say things like that’. 
 
Talking to someone supportive 
Being constructive and positive is great most of the time, but it’s also completely normal if you need to 
let off steam sometimes. When you need to vent your frustrations, try doing it with someone you can 
trust – like your partner or a close friend. You could even say, ‘I just need to vent. You don’t need to fix it 
for me. Just let me talk for a while’. 
 
If you’re finding other people’s reactions particularly difficult to deal with, or you find that you’re often 
getting upset, it might be helpful to seek professional support for counselling or specific advice. 
Modified from the website  https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability 
 
This website is very good and has great information and resources. 
 
Thank you , Christine Monahan 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftoday.yougov.com%2Ftopics%2Flifestyle%2Farticles-reports%2F2016%2F03%2F03%2Fpositive-reaction-facebooks-new-reactions&psig=AOvVaw3ZE8kqAHIasbOh0gce4kkL&ust=1589416782693000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRx
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.  

The 

Rooms 3 & 4 have had a new 

shade sail installed to keep 

them cool in the summer 

months. 


