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Ascot Vale Special School 
1 Tasma Street 
Ascot Vale 3032  ascot.vale.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Office: 9370 8906/9370 8931  www.ascotvaless.vic.edu.au 
VCAL: 9370 8911 

BULLETIN 

Hi Parents and Carers, 
 

Wow-eee! Great to have the students back at school, being with their friends, being 
in their class groups and reconnecting with their teachers and education support staff 
that have supported them during the last six weeks of home learning. 

There are not enough times that we can thank our parents or carers for the support 
that you were able to provide to your child and the staff of the school over the last six 
weeks. I have no doubt it was challenging at times and stressful, especially for parents 
that were also working from home and juggling learning from home with their child or 
children. 

It was not an easy task for our staff to deliver flexible and remote learning, but they 
were fantastic in what they were able to achieve to support the students learning 
from home.  

Here are some exciting Seesaw facts that paint an extraordinary picture of what was 
achieved by the staff and the parents of Ascot Vale Special School: 

 Across the school, there were 25,230 daily activities posted on Seesaw for the 
students in the 29 days that school was supporting flexible and remote learning. 

 There were 5,046 teacher to student chats conducted on Seesaw during the 
period of students learning from home. 

 Parent visits on Seesaw for the week 13 April were 18, but these visits peaked on 
21 April at 694. On Sunday the weekend ending 24 May, there were 439 parent 
visits. 

 There were 19 weekly comments on Seesaw on 13 April and a peak of 3,208 on 17 
May. 

These are significant increases in using Seesaw by the staff and the parents. I am 
confident that both staff and the parent’s skills in utilising this digital platform has 
increased exponentially.  

Well done to everyone on what has been achieved, and I am confident that some of 
the changes that were made at this time of flexible and remote learning will be 
incorporated into onsite school learning. 

Student Support Group Meetings 

These meetings will take place next week and will be conducted via Webex with 
parents and carers. Parents and carers if you would like to take up this opportunity to 
have an SSG please book in a scheduled time through the Compass Portal to connect 
to your class teacher. 

I am very aware that there has been an enormous amount of contact with your 
child’s teacher over the last six weeks and you may not feel the need to schedule an 
SSG at this time. This is okay. 

If the Webex format for these meetings is successful for parents, carers and staff in 
conducting the SSGs, then it is likely that Webex will be offered as an option for SSG 
meetings in the future for parents and carers that are unable to attend the school or 
wish to meet via this format. 

 
Cont’d... 

THURSDAY, 28 May 2020 

 Mon 1—Thurs 4 June 
Webex Student  
Support Group 
Meetings 
Bookings via Compass 

 
 
Friday, 5 June 
Pupil Free  
Curriculum Day 
 
 
Monday, 8 June 
Queens Birthday  
Public Holiday 
 
 
Tuesday, 9 June 
School Council 
 
Friday, 26 June 
End Term 2 
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Cont/d... 

Pupil Free Day: Friday, 5th June & Queens Birthday Public Holiday: Monday, 8th June  

Parents and carers are reminded that the school has a scheduled and approved pupil free day for Friday, June 5th. 
Please make alternative arrangements for the care and supervision of your child/children on this day.  Also, Mon-
day, 8th June is a public holiday so there will be no school. 

The school will not be open on both days. On Friday the staff will be working from home on the “I Can” statements 
in the learning areas that the school is required to report on and will generate the school’s student report in the 
third week of Term 3. 

Unfortunately, the school is not in the position to continue to provide the daily learning tasks and activities for par-
ents and carers that have elected to keep their child at home, and we understand the reason why parents have 
elected to keep their child at home during COVID-19.  

Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for the way you have accepted the changes that needed to be 
implemented to look after the staff and the students during the return to onsite learning at the school.  

If you need to contact the school, please email, phone or request a Webex meeting if you need to speak to a staff 
member or any member of the leadership team. 

Stay well and hopefully we will be out of COVID -19 sometime shortly. 

Cheers,  Colin 

 

Parents and carers are reminded that Student Support Group Meetings are now open for you to book a 

Webex online appointment. The meetings are being held during  1-4 June and are a vital tool for us to 

best meet the needs of your child. Your input is valued as you know your child best!   

The SSG meetings give you an opportunity to catch up with your child’s teacher and this term will be 

conducted via a Webex video call. You will have an opportunity to discuss the progress of your child’s 

performance on their Individual Learning Plan. 

If you are having trouble booking your SSG appointment via Compass, please contact your classroom 

teacher via Seesaw or call the office for assistance.  

Please see the steps below on how to book via your phone: 

1. Open your Compass App, click on the menu bar and select the Conferences tab 

2. Select the 2020—Term 2 Remote 
SSG tab and follow the prompts 
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Secondary Electives Program 

 
‘AVSS TV is HERE!’…. 

During Episode 1 we watched some amazing content 
brought to you by our super talented Secondary 
Students   

We’ll advise you once the link has been uploaded to the 
website. 

 

Floating Half Moon 

 
Can you stand on one foot and tip your body sideways to touch the 
ground with your hand? See how Natalliya has tipped her head over to 
the side?  

This one is especially tricky because tipping our heads sideways makes it 
extra hard to balance. It's s good challenge for our minds and bodies.  

 

Emma 

 

 

Week 7 

 
 

Cold 

Hold both arms bent, hands in fists. Move 
formation in quick, short sideways 
movements, several times  
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Being an advocate  
 

Being an advocate: what does it mean? Advocacy is promoting and defending a person’s rights, needs and in-
terests. Many people can speak up for their own rights, needs and interests, but some find it hard. Children with 
additional needs often struggle to speak up for themselves, or don’t have the ability to do it. They might need sup-
port from an advocate. 
An advocate is someone who speaks up for others. An advocate might find information, go along to meetings as a 
support person, or write letters for another person. 
 

Advocating for your child with additional needs. If you think your child is at risk of 
harm, isn’t having her needs met, or is being denied her rights, you might need to ad-
vocate for her. You know and understand your child better than anyone else. If people 
are making decisions for and about your child, your voice and point of view, and your 
child’s point of view, help to make sure these decisions are in your child’s best inter-
ests.  
 

Advocating for your child with additional needs: tips 
Understand your child’s needs: If you understand your child’s additional needs and 
the therapies and supports that can help him, you’ll be in a good position to speak up for his needs and interests.  
 
Know your child’s rights: You’ll be more effective as an advocate if you know your child’s rights and the rules of the 
system you’re advocating in. 
 
For example, the Disability Standards for Education say that schools must make ‘reasonable adjustments’ to ensure 
equal opportunities for children with additional needs. You could find out what ‘reasonable adjustments’ means 
and what adjustments your child is entitled to. It’ll also help to find out who’s responsible for what in your child’s 
school or other services your child uses. This way you’ll know who to talk to and what you can expect. 
 
If you have time, it can also help to get familiar with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
which applies in Australia.  
 
Stay calm: If you stay calm and polite, people will be more open to your point of view. Try to focus on solutions, 
stick to facts, ask questions and make suggestions rather than demanding things. 
 
For example, ‘Kaela has cerebral palsy, so she plays soccer a little bit differently. Could we look at a medical dispen-
sation to ensure that she’s not penalised for breaking the rules? It would be great for her and great for the club’s 
reputation for being inclusive’. 
 
It’s normal to feel intense emotions when you’re advocating for your child with additional needs. It can help to 
have some strategies for staying calm and focused during meetings. For example, take a few slow, deep breathes, 
or take a break to get a drink of water. If these strategies don’t work and you’re struggling to stay calm, you could 
ask for a short break, or stop the meeting and arrange another time.  
 
Get organised: Prepare for meetings and take a list of points and questions with you to meetings. It also helps to 
keep written records of meetings, emails and phone calls. Include the date and time, who you spoke with or met, 
what you discussed, and any action points and review dates. You can also keep relevant information and reports 
that support your case. You could keep all these documents on your computer, in a folder, or both.  
 
Get support: Speaking to other parents who’ve had similar experiences or joining a support group can help you 
find useful information and emotional support. You can also get support from a volunteer or paid advocate, who 
can explain the law and your child’s rights. This person can go to meetings with you too. You can find advocacy ser-
vices in your area by contacting your local community centre, local council, library or neighbourhood house. Your 
local disability service should also be able to help.  

Cont/d... 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/_media/external-links/a/australian-government-department-of-education-and-training-disability-standards-for-education-2005
https://raisingchildren.net.au/_media/external-links/u/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://raisingchildren.net.au/grown-ups/services-support/services-families/disability-services-family
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2Fb9%2F55%2Fc7%2Fb955c7b86ef8f9598c7cca7755b231ce.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F131448882849638442%2F&tbnid=qeo8EoMREVkGsM&vet=10CAUQxiAoBGoXChMIgMPEwMqv6QI
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Cont/d... 

 
Helping children advocate for themselves. From an early age, many children with additional needs can advo-
cate for themselves by saying no or making simple choices. But self-advocating might be hard if your child doesn’t 
understand the situation, the processes or his rights, or doesn’t feel confident to speak up. These situations might 
come up when your child starts school or goes to the GP, for example. Here are some ways to help children learn 
to advocate for themselves.  
 
Build your child’s confidence: You can build your child’s confidence by giving her responsibilities and letting her 
do age appropriate things on her own – for example, going to the local shop to buy some milk. You can also en-
courage your child to feel confident to speak up if he feels something isn’t right. One way to do this is by reading 
stories with your child about characters who stand up for themselves and others. Your local librarian could help 
you find some books.  
 
Listen to your child: Actively listening when your child communicates shows that you care and are interested in 
what they have to say. You can show your child that you’ve heard and understood by summarising what they said. 
For example, ‘Have I got this right? You’re feeling angry because you weren’t considered for the cricket team?’ 
 
Some children with additional needs might have communication impairments and need support to express them-
selves.  
 
Support your child to speak up: You can support your child by preparing her to express her point of view and ask 
for what she needs. For example, you could help your child write a script to use to speak to the GP or specialist. Or 
you could do a role play of this situation with your child. As part of the role play, you could show your child how to 
be calm and polite. You can also help your child work out who he needs to talk to about an issue. You could ex-
plain why this is the best person to talk to and what your child might expect the person to do or say. 
 
If your child experiences any negative consequences from being an advocate for herself, it’s important to back her 
up. For example, if the teacher is annoyed with your child for asking to be included in the cricket team, you could 
ask the teacher for an appointment to discuss the issue. 
 
Modified from the website  https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability 

This website is very good and has great information and resources. 

Thank you,  

Christine Monahan 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/communicating/active-listening
https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.  

Thank you to our wonderful supporters, the Riverside Ladies Golf Club, who popped in to present us  
with a cheque for $1,500.  Annie, Club President, apologised for not being able to raise more  

funds as unfortunately due to the current circumstances they had to cancel their charity  
golf day. The funds will be used to purchase small trees and shrubs to beautify  

the Fernhill Street accessibility ramp entrance of the school. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Please see the following link of resources 
provided by the DET https://

www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/
coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx 

 
I hope this will be useful for any questions 

you might have. 
 

Regards, Christine   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx

