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Ascot Vale Special School 
1 Tasma Street 
Ascot Vale 3032 ascot.vale.ss@education.vic.gov.au 
Office: 9370 8906/9370 8931 www.ascotvaless.vic.edu.au 
VCAL: 9370 8911 

BULLETIN 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that this news bulletin finds you and your family well and adjusting to Stage 3 
restrictions that we are currently learning to live with again. Please appreciate that 
our staff are also experiencing a considerable amount of anxiety which I am sure that 
you are also feeling at this challenging time for all of us in Metropolitan Melbourne. 

Staffing of the school will be a day-to-day proposition. Staff that are not feeling well 
will be going off to be tested for COVID-19. Also, student class numbers may 
determine if we combine classes so that teachers can be released to cover staff 
absences if needed. 

I am seeking the support of the school community to understand that the next 6 
weeks of schooling may look very different due to staff and student absences and the 
challenges that may ensue. The school, as we start this term, has given three staff the 
option to work from home due to a comprised immune systems.  

Every endeavour will be made to keep the school running as usual, but there will be 
days when the school will be required to make changes to meet the operational needs 
of the school. 

Parents and carers at any time can feel free to email me at 
colin.schot@education.vic.gov.au or ring me on my mobile 0409 413 291 if you have 
queries or questions on what is happening. 

The COVID-19 hotline is 1800 675 398. Please save this number to your phone as it 
will be a helpful resource if you are not sure of an action that you may need to take.  

Staffing changes: We welcome Emma Reilly who has replaced Vanessa Perrella in 
Room 1 and Brittany Petticrew who is replacing Stephanie Champion in Room 9. 
Stephanie is moving to replace Lambros Hajisava who has been filling in Room 14 

These changes were due to the retirements of staff during Term 2 and meeting the 
needs of the school. 

Student Attendance: Sixty percent of parents on Monday chose to keep their child at 
home during Stage 3 restrictions, the school respects this decision. Given that DET has 
indicated that Special Schools will not be delivering flexible and remote learning, this 
will be a challenge for the staff and the school. At any time, parents and carers have 
the right to change their decision on whether they send their child to school or for 
their child to stay home. DET would like it known that schools are a safe place for their 
children.  

COVID Symptoms: Please do not under any circumstance send a child to school that 
is presenting with symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, coughing, shortness of 
breath, lack of taste and smell. This measure also applies to our staff and any parent 
and carer that needs to enter the school grounds.  

It is so important if your child has a runny nose or a cough they do not come to school. 
We understand the fear and anxiety this generates when staff and students have a 
runny nose or are coughing. To alleviate that anxiety I am asking staff or students to 
remain isolated at home. 

Cont’d... 

THURSDAY, 16 July 2020 

 9 August 
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5 October  
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Year 7 and 10  
Immunisations 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Feedback 
Form Link 
Parent Feedback Form 

mailto:colin.schot@education.vic.gov.au
https://tinyurl.com/yacls7sm
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One Foot Hops 

 
Can you hop like Christopher?  

Lift one leg in front of your body bend 
your standing leg and do a little jump.  

Can you do it on both sides?  

Emma, Occupational Therapist 

 

 

Week 1 

 
 

Sick 

Extend pinky finger. Slide pinky finger 

down same side of upper chest. 

 

Cont’d... 

 

School Communications: The school will continue to use both the Seesaw and Compass platforms to communi-
cate messages to parents and carers. You must check in on these platforms for what is happening in the school. 

Stage 3 Restrictions: I am asking all our school community to keep observing Stage 3 restrictions and stay at 
home when you can for the next five weeks. There is no guarantee that this virus will not impact us, but we will 
deal with it as other schools have had to. 

 

Stay safe, well and look after the interests of each other by doing the right thing at home and at work. 

 

Colin and Staff at AVSS 
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In Room 11 the students used glitter 
in an experiment to demonstrate the 
spread of germs and the 
effectiveness of good hand washing. 
They were surprised to see how 
easily germs spread through touch 
and now understand how important 
washing hands with soap is in 
fighting germs. 
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Here are some great learning websites for families who have chosen to stay at home: 



5 

 

On our return to school last 

term, Room 13 completed an 

Indigenous unit of work on 

Australian Culture.  

Please enjoy viewing Room 

13’s work. 
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Dear Parent/Caregiver, 
 

Your child has been offered an opportunity to attend this year’s Special Children’s Christmas Party. 
 

The party is for children only with Special Needs. There will be lots of rides, face painting a 3 hour 
stage show, yummy food and of course, Santa and presents! 

 
This year’s party is being held at the Melbourne Showgrounds on Saturday 5th December 2020, 
starting at 9.30am and finishing at 1:30pm. The Party is scheduled to go ahead for 2020, in some 

form or another. This is a completely free day, unique because it will be all inclusive just for children 
who have special needs. We have purchased the toys and depending on Government regulations due 

to COVID-19, we have a Plan A, B, C and D. 
 

If you are interested in your child attending this year’s party, please return this form to your school or 
organisation that informed you about the Party. Your school or organisation will then get in touch 

with the organisers of the Christmas Party to register your interest and perhaps you might be lucky to 
receive an invitation! 

 
If you have any further questions about the event, you may view our webpage at  

www.sccpau.com.au/faqparents.  Here you will find a list of commonly asked questions. 
 

Remember this is only a request for an invitation, not a guarantee that you will receive one.  
Each year, we have over 6,000 requests for children to attend and it’s not  

possible to accommodate that many children with special needs. 
 
 

A response needs to be back to Ascot Vale Special School before 30th July. 

 
Please RSVP via Seesaw or email nichole.medina@education.vic.gov.au  

 
 

Yes, I would like to register to my interest for my child to attend. 
 

Child’s Name: ……………………………………………………………………….…………  
 
Child’s Room Number: ……………….. 
 

Age:…………………………….. (must be under 12 years) Gender:  M  /  F 

 

http://www.sccpau.com.au/faqparents
mailto:nichole.medina@education.vic.gov.au
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.  

 

My name is Brit Petticrew and I am so excited to be joining the team at Ascot Vale 
Special School supporting the students in Room 9.  

I moved to Melbourne in March from Calgary, Alberta, Canada where I was a Special 
Education teacher focusing on Mental Health. 

I love to play Basketball and Volleyball and am just starting to wrap my head around 
the rules of footy. I’m open to suggestions on what team I should be supporting! 

I would like to thank everyone for the warm welcome and look forward to a great 
year. 

Brit 

Hi everyone 

I am the new teacher in Room 1 with Anita and Kara. I’ve taught for over 10 

years in a variety of educational settings including play-based, International 

Baccalaureate (inquiry-based) and most recently, at the State Library – 

teaching online, at the Library and even touring programs around Victoria.  

I’m really pleased to be joining the AVSS community and thank everyone for 

making me feel so welcome. When I’m not teaching, I enjoy riding my bike, 

walking my whippet (well, watching her run like the wind!), watching films 

and pottering around the garden. 

Looking forward to meeting you one day soon. 

Emma Reilly. 


