1 Tasma Street
Ascot Vale 3032
ascot.vale.heights.sch@education.vic.gov.au
www.ascotvalehs.vic.edu.au
Office: 9370 8906
VCAL: 9370 8911
Dear Parents and Carers,

Friday 11 March
Pupil Free Day
Staff Professional
Development

Monday 14 March
Labour Day
Public Holiday

Tuesday 22 March
AGM & School Council

Monday 28 March
School Photos

Friday 8 April
End Term 1
2 pm finish

Monday 25 April
ANZAC Public Holiday

Tuesday 26 April
First Day Term 2

We welcome the start of Autumn as we are now well over the halfway mark for Term
1. I’m pleased to report that the foundation students (Preps) have settled in well
getting to know their friends and teachers which is exciting for them and their parents.
Again, I would like to take the time to welcome all new parents and their families into
the school. I’m always on the gate in the mornings so do come and say hello.
Considering the COVID climate we’ve had to adjust to since the start of 2022, it is a
relief to see that school has been largely uninterrupted. The students are adjusting
well to their new learning spaces as the building works continue to progress.
Building Works: At this stage the builders have notified us of some delays with building materials, it appears this is about two weeks, putting the commencement of
Stage 2A to the school holidays.
The VSBA is yet to confirm the dates of decamp from the four central classrooms to
the renovated classrooms at the rear of the school. We are expecting this to take
place in the last week of term, week beginning 4th April. Once I have been notified, I’ll
get the information out to our school community.
Child Safe Standards: As you would be aware, AVHS is currently undergoing a strategic plan review, which is held every four years. As part of the review process there is
an audit of the Child Safety Standards. The audit ensures that schools have a clear
policy, procedures and systems to safeguard students.
The Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all Victorian schools, to ensure
they are well prepared to protect children from abuse. Ministerial Order 870 — Child
Safe Standards — Managing the risk of child abuse in schools outlines how the Standards apply in schools.
The Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) is responsible for ensuring school compliance with the Standards. Schools are required to comply with
the standards for registration.
It is pleasing to see that AVHS has comprehensive policies and processes already in
place ensuring compliance for child safety is met at the highest level.
150-year birthday for Education: This year marks the 150th anniversary of public education in Victoria – when Victoria made education free, secular and compulsory to all
children aged 6-16 under the Education Act 1872. Around 600 schools opened across
the state in the five years following the passing of the Education Act – setting Victoria
up for its future as the Education State.
This week the Victorian Government launched the anniversary at Melbourne’s oldest
continually-operating government school, Essendon Primary School, which opened in
1850.
The milestone will be marked with a range of activities across the year designed to
commemorate the past, celebrate the present and imagine the future of education in
Victoria. We will post relevant events on Seesaw.
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Have a great week and enjoy the extra-long weekend
Cheers, Nance
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This week we celebrated International
Women’s Day. A time to celebrate and
acknowledge the powerful women and girls
we have in our lives and those who strive to
shape our future. In an endeavour to
support other women, we have become a
donation hub for, Share the Dignity. Share
the Dignity provide sanitary products to
women and girls in need throughout
Australia.
If you would like to donate we are
accepting: tampons, pads, menstrual cups,
period underwear and incontinence
products. Collection point at front of the
office or please send in school bags for
students to donate.
Thank you for your support.

Kids helpline offers online and
telephone to support to
children and parents/carers.
They provide access to Parent
Counsellors on telephone
number: 13 22 89 cost of a
local call).
Open 8am to midnight
7 days a week.

There is NO school tomorrow and Monday as we have
a Curriculum Day tomorrow and Monday is a public holiday .
We look forward to seeing the students back
at school on Tuesday 15 March.
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‘

WE ARE AWESOME
IN ROOM 1
We can be good
friends, we
can celebrate
our friends, and
we can look
after our school!’
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The Power of Yet
Room 4 have been learning about the Power of Yet.
We have been brainstorming different things we can’t do YET
and are trying to complete some of them by
giving it a go and not giving up.
Last week we made origami paper boats (something
we haven’t done yet). We watched a how-to video
and followed the instructions. Some folds were tricky
but everyone gave it a go and had fun. Next week
we will be using our boats to test if they float or sink.
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.

