1 Tasma Street
Ascot Vale 3032
ascot.vale.heights.sch@education.vic.gov.au
www.ascotvalehs.vic.edu.au
Office: 9370 8906
VCAL: 9370 8911
Dear Parents and Carers

Each Wednesday
Canteen $6
Minestrone Soup
& Garlic Bread
2 August
School Council
5 August
Curriculum Day
29 August
Pupil Free Day
12 September
Footy Day
16 September
Last day Term 3
3 October
First day Term 4

I hope you have had a good start to Term 3. We have certainly had some chilly days during
this winter snap! Our calendar is quickly filling up for the term and we have excellent
professional learning scheduled for staff as well as a number of exciting events, excursions,
and activities across the school to look forward to.

SSG Meetings
Thank you to families that participated in our midyear SSG meetings. This semester we had
approximately 70% of our families meet with classroom teachers. It is such a great
opportunity for you to celebrate the learning that has taken place throughout the first half
of the year and to set goals for the remainder of 2022.
The feedback from both families and teaching staff is that conducting these meetings online
is both effective and a great way to connect. Minutes of SSG meetings are available to you
and can be requested at any time. Please remember, your child’s midyear progress report
can be accessed electronically through the Compass portal.
Senior School Reforms
You may have seen the recent media campaign for the new Senior School Reforms being
rolled out by the Victorian Education Department. I am excited to announce that from 2023,
AVHS will move to delivering the new Victorian Pathways Certificate.
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is a flexible certificate designed for students in
Years 11 and 12 who would benefit from a flexible program, at a more accessible level than
the VCE or VCE Victorian Major. This certificate will replace the current Victorian Certificate
of Applied Learning (VCAL).
The VPC certificate offers senior students an engaging curriculum and support for students
to develop the work-related skills and capabilities they need to succeed.
At AVHS, the structure of the VPC will be similar to VCAL currently offered:
•
Literacy
•
Numeracy
•
Work Related Skills
•
Personal Development Skills
•
VET (Units of Competency)
•
Work Experience and Career Studies
Students will need to complete a minimum of 12 units, including at least 2 units of VPC
Literacy, 2 units of VPC Numeracy, 2 VPC Work Related Skills units and 2 VPC Personal
Development Skills units. The VPC will help your child better prepare for life beyond school
and provide better opportunities for them to access entry level TAFE, VET or to get a job.
Vocational Education and Training (VET) will continue to be provided to students
transitioning from VCAL to VPC. ASDAN will also still be offered as a second pathway for year
11 and 12 students.
Senior school staff have commenced planning for the implementation of this new curriculum
and will be offering parent information sessions in the near future. Please see the VCAA
website for further information https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

BULLETIN
Thursday, 28 July 2022

Regards, Susanne
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ALLIED HEALTH NEWS
The Allied Health team have enjoyed welcoming back
students from the holidays. Students have been continuing
to explore the Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC) app, AVAZ, to discuss their holidays.
We have loved hearing about all their holiday adventures.
We look forward to working more closely
with teachers and students in Term 3.

Understanding unwritten rules
~Comic Strip Conversations~
What are Comic Strip Conversations?
Designed by Carol Gray to support young people on the Autism
Spectrum (ASD), Learning Difficulties and Social Communication
Difficulties to develop greater social understanding.
A comic strip conversation uses simple drawings (e.g. stick figures,
symbols) to visually represent a conversation between two or more
people who may be reporting the past, describing the present or
planning for the future.
By presenting the different elements of a conversation visually, it
helps to make some of the more abstract aspects of social
communication (e.g. recognising others emotions) more ‘concrete
and easier to process.

What can they show?
• What was actually said in the conversation
• How people might be feeling
• What people’s intentions might be
• Expected vs unexpected behaviors
When can I use Comic Strip Conversations?
•
•
•
•
•

Work through difficult situations and to identify possible
solutions.
Plan for a situation in the future that may be causing anxiety or
concern e.g. moving to a new class, a school test
Engage in problem solving/conflict resolution where a social
situation has been unsuccessful
Help a young person communicate their feelings and
perception of a situation
Reflect on the situation in a non-threatening manner (“drawing
the story” of what happened rather than being asked lots of
questions).
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Comic Strip Conversation examples
completed on the iPad

Continued…

ALLIED HEALTH NEWS

How can you use Comic Strip Conversations?
Explore the different symbols with your child before
you begin using this approach. Allow your child to
become familiar with the different symbols and
colours being used. Once your child is familiar with
basic symbols, you can begin to explore social
situations that may be difficult for them.
Be mindful that drawing requires children to have
adequate fine motor skills. If your child has difficulty
drawing, they can use a whiteboard and marker, iPad,
or support them draw the pictures.

How do I begin a Comic Strip Conversation?
Ask a range of questions about the situation or
challenging interaction, and ask your child to answer
by speaking and drawing their response:
•

Where are you?

•

Who else is here?

•

What are you doing?

•

What happened?

•

What did others do?

•

What did you say?

•

What did others say?

•

What did you think when you said that?

•

What did others think when you said/did that?

Before finishing a Comic Strip Conversation,
summarise the event or situation discussed using
the drawings as a guide.
Once the event has been summarised solutions to
the problem raised during the process can be
explored and an ‘action plan’ for similar situations in
the future is developed.
Happy drawing!
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Common symbols used in Comic Strip Conversations

ART

Room 5 have been creating scratch art & printing
designs inspired by the artist Jimmy Pike.
Students have been focussing on the elements of
colour, line and shape to create their art.
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Rooms 5&6 have had a wonderful start to Term 3. On Friday 15 July they visited the
Melbourne Exhibition Centre to attend the Careers Expo. Students had the
opportunity to visit a range of different institutions, organisations and businesses
to discuss future employment or educational programs.
Although there were many different exhibitors, the event was easy to
navigate and our students thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Tomorrow, Friday 29 July, we will be visiting Melbourne Polytechnic in
Preston to learn about the courses and programs offered for students
post secondary school. We can't wait to tour their amazing venue!
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Thank you to the
Maccagnan family
for the donation of an
exercise bike for
the students to use in the
gym.

They are loving it !
gym..

Friday, 5 August
&
Monday 29 August
NO STUDENTS
REQUIRED AT SCHOOL
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.

