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 1 Tasma Street 
 Ascot Vale 3032  
 ascot.vale.heights.sch@education.vic.gov.au 
 www.ascotvalehs.vic.edu.au 
 Office: 9370 8906 
 VCAL: 9370 8911 

BULLETIN 
Thursday, 25 August 2022 

  
Each Wednesday 
Canteen $6 
Minestrone Soup  
& Garlic Bread 
 
25 August 
Musica Viva Concert 
 
26 August 
Book Week Parade 
 
29 August 
Pupil Free Day 
 
12 September 
Footy Day 
 
16 September 
Last day Term 3  
 
3 October 
First day Term 4 
 

Hi Everyone,  

Can you believe we are over halfway through term 3! Winter is nearly over, and we certainly 
can’t wait to welcome the lovely spring weather. It has been terrific to see our students 
working hard throughout this term. Over the last few weeks, I’ve had the opportunity to visit 
classrooms to see the wonderful learning 
happening across the school.  

Vocational Education Training (VET) Innovation  

This year the school has been fortunate to receive 
a grant to improve the design and delivery of VET 
teaching and learning programs, in consultation 
with the partner schools and registered training 
organisations.  

Olivia, Brad and I have been working on this 
project. Last week, with the support from Boyd 
Maplestone and Simon Taylor from the 
Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley LLEN’s, we hosted our very first workshop with special 
schools in the northwest region. It was a terrific opportunity for us to network with other 
schools and work together to unpack what VET 
delivery looks like in special schools. The day 
provided a good platform for us work through 
some of the highlights and challenges of VET 
programs.  

The group of 10 schools that attended the 
workshop have agreed to work together to 
improve and enhance our VET offerings. We are 
excited about this project and hope it will create 
more choice for our students in the future.  

My Career Insights Program  

I am pleased to announce that our senior school students have 

finished working through their Morrisby Online Career Profiling Tool 

and this week all students have participated in a 1:1 session with a 

Morrisby-trained Careers Consultant. 

 This session has provided a good opportunity for our students to 

unpack their career profile and look at possible pathways that match 

their abilities, interests and personality.  

Work Experience Opportunities in Senior School 

We have some terrific work experience opportunities for our senior 

school students this year. Coles and the Brotherhood of St Laurence 

have been hosting placements for us over several years. We are 

excited to have the Punthill Apartments in Essendon join our work 

experience network. Zippi the hotel manager and her team have been 

so welcoming to our students. I am delighted about this opportunity 

for our students.  

 

Cont/d ... 
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Cont/d... 

 

 

Work experience provides a great platform for our students to apply their learning into the real-world experiences. Our two 

girls are enjoying learning about the hospitality industry at the Punthill Apartments and are putting their skills to good work   

 

Riverside Women’ Charity Day 

We are excited about the opportunity to support the Riverside Women’s Golf Club host their annual charity day again this year 

after having to cancel it over the last couple of years. This event will be hosted on the 14th September. The Riverside Women’s 

Golf Club has donated more than $100, 000 across nearly 20 years. They are huge advocates for our school and work tirelessly 

throughout the year to gain donations for this day. We are lucky to be sponsored by this wonderful club.  

 

Cheers, Susanne 
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In Room 4 we have been reading Dreamtime stories 
as part of our inquiry unit Indigenous Australia. 
Here are some drawings of the characters  
from Tiddalick the Frog. 

Kookaburra by Sarita  Frog by Danny 

Eel by Zacky  Kangaroo by Riyan 

Koala by Agnes  
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Whilst we have had quite a few Senior Secondary students out on Work  Experience  

placements this term, those that have remained at school have been busy  

preparing the Canteen lunch orders every Wednesday .  

The students have worked collaboratively and enthusiastically to prepare  

our warm hearty lunches and deliver them to the classrooms. 

A huge thank you to our wonderful school community for your on going  

support of our program. 
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16 August 2022 

 

Good afternoon Parents and Carers, 

As the President of our school council, I am writing to you to inform you of some of the work that 

the school council has been advocating for on behalf of our school community over the last 

year. 

As your school councilors, we thank Nance Sidoti, our new Principal, for her recent update in 

our school newsletter which showcased the new spaces.  Nance also explained the decanting 

process which enables the building works to continue whilst students are still at school.   

We as parents understand the challenges and patience required whilst the building works are 

occurring, and while we appreciate that the new building works already underway will improve 

some spaces around the school; the current budget and extent of the building works approved 

by the Victorian Government are simply not enough. 

Unfortunately, our school did not receive the allocation of funding in the Victorian Government 

2022/2023 budget required to properly fund the school’s development master plan; and without 

full funding, the school is unable to undertake the scope of works required to bring all of the 

buildings up to modern standards.   

This means that while we will have some wonderful newly refurbished areas in the 

school that will provide more stimulating and engaging workspaces, a significant portion 

of buildings will remain in their current state – unrenovated and in desperate need of 

repair.  We have included some images in the following page that highlight areas of the 

school that will remain as they are, and not a part of the approved building budget.  The 

consequence of this is that only some students will be able to benefit from the new 

learning environments, and all of the secondary school Classrooms, the Kitchen, the 

Allied Health Room, Staff areas and the First Aid Room will miss out.  We feel that this is 

unfair to both our students and the wider school community. 

Danny Pearson received correspondence from the School Council on the funding shortfalls for 

the basic school upgrades in June 2021 and visited the school in April 2022 to view the works 

ongoing in the junior school. 

Additionally we have written letters to the former Victorian Education Minister - James Merlino 

and the Premier – Daniel Andrews in May 2022 and also asked for an explanation on the 

current funding shortfalls for the Ascot Vale Heights School from our local Member of 

Parliament - Danny Pearson, MP. 

We have been advised by the Victorian Government that AVHS has received all funding 

budgeted at present to undertake building works, however the vast bulk of the works required to 

upgrade the school to modern building standards cannot be done within the current funding 

allocation.  We received a response from the office of new Education Minister, the Hon. Natalie 

Hutchins MP in June 2022, advising there will be no further budget allocation to fulfill the AVHS 

building masterplan.  Naturally we are very disappointed with this response and the ongoing 

failure of the government to properly fund the facilities required by our children. 

It is disheartening to see that Ascot Vale Heights School has also not been included in the 

Victorian Budget Schools and Specials Schools 2022/2023 upgrade, as noted here https://

www.budget.vic.gov.au/major-upgrades-classrooms-and-special-schools. 

We will continue to advocate as a school council on behalf of our school community and have 

planned further advocacy with the Victorian Government.   

Cont’d... 

https://www.budget.vic.gov.au/major-upgrades-classrooms-and-special-schools
https://www.budget.vic.gov.au/major-upgrades-classrooms-and-special-schools
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What can you do?  

If you would like to help and support our advocacy for the school, we encourage you to 

correspond with our local Member of Parliament – Danny Pearson to request further 

information on the current shortfall in the funding required for our School and explanation of 

what the current state Labor government are doing to properly support students with special 

needs. 

You can find his details here in this link or use:  

Email: danny.pearson@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Address: Suite 1, 28 Shuter Street, Moonee Ponds, VIC 3039 
Phone: (03) 9370 7777 

An example of how you can help by sending an email and using these points as a 

guide:  

• Asking for an explanation of why we didn’t receive enough funding when our students 

are in need of improved learning facilities. 

• Asking why we were not included in the Victorian Budget Schools and Special Schools 

2022/2023 upgrade when our students are in need as much as any other school.  

• Asking why newer and better equipped special schools were allocated funding instead of 

Ascot Vale Heights, which is in desperate need of repair and modernisation, 

• You could also speak to the disruption of learning at the school and the impacts it has 

had on your child. 

Thank you for your time, I hope that together we can secure a better outcome for our children 

and all future students at Ascot Vale Heights School and we appreciate your support to our 

advocacy plan. 

Regards, 

Anthony Charles 
President 
Ascot Vale Heights School Council 

All 4 Secondary Rooms 

All 4 Secondary Rooms 

All 4 Secondary Rooms 

https://www.dannypearson.com.au/
mailto:danny.pearson@parliament.vic.gov.au
tel:0393707777
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Allied Health Office  

First Aid Room  

Resource Room 

Multiple Staff Offices 

Kitchen 
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.  


