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 1 Tasma Street 
 Ascot Vale 3032  
 ascot.vale.heights.sch@education.vic.gov.au 
 www.ascotvalehs.vic.edu.au 
 Office: 9370 8906 
 VCAL: 9370 8911 

BULLETIN 
Thursday, 13 October 2022 

  
20 October 
Rms 11,13,14 Aquarium 
 
24 October 
Camp Rm 11  
 
25 October 
Camp Rms 13 & 14 
 
31 October 
Pupil Free Day 
 
1 November 
Melbourne Cup  
Public Holiday 
 
14-18 November 
Senior School Camp 
 
21-25 November 
Swimming 
 
2 December 
ACMI Excursion  
 
5 December 
Year 12 Graduation 
 
7 December 
Year 6 Graduation 
 
20 December 
Last Day Term 4  
1pm finish 
 
30 January 2023 
Term 1 begins 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
DISABILITY INCLUSION  
In 2023 our school will begin introducing some changes to help us strengthen 
support for students with disability. 
 
Disability Inclusion will help our school better understand what our students need 
to help them learn and participate at school. It involves: 
 
• a new Disability Inclusion Profile and school funding model to strengthen 

support for students with disability  
• more resources, training and coaching for our teachers and school staff about 

the best ways to support students with disability.   
 
From 2023, the Disability Inclusion Profile will be available to help us identify the 
strengths, needs, and adjustments we can make to assist students’ learning, 
participation and engagement at school.  
 
The Disability Inclusion Profile replaces the Program for Students with Disabilities 
(PSD) application process. 
 
We will use school funding and supports provided through Disability Inclusion for 
more training and professional development for teachers and school staff, expert 
advice about disability, employing new teachers and other staff to help plan and 
deliver adjustments for students, and resources to support learning. 
 
Over the coming years, we will invite families of students who are currently part of 
the PSD, and other students with disability and additional learning needs, to 
participate in a meeting to complete a Disability Inclusion Profile. The first students 
who will be involved with this process will be those who are due for a Year 6/7 or 
short-term funded review. I will be in contact with those parents/carers in Term 1 
2023. 
 
Q and As for parents/carers  
Now that Disability Inclusion has started at our school, what do I need to do?  
Our school has five years to complete a Disability Inclusion Profile for our students 
to support their education.  We will work with you to find the most suitable time to 
complete a Disability Inclusion Profile.  
 
What is a Disability Inclusion Profile? 
The Disability Inclusion Profile is a written description of a student’s goals; 
educational strengths and needs; and adjustments (i.e., the changes the school 
makes to help the student with their learning and participation at school).  The 
profile will be completed at a Student Support Group meeting with people who 
know the student.  
 

Cont’d…. 
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Cont’d... 
 
The profile will help the school plan how best to assist the student with their learning, participation and engage-
ment at school. It will also be used to determine levels of student-level funding for eligible students. The Disability 
Inclusion Profile process will replace the Educational Needs Questionnaire that is a part of the current PSD.  
 
Parents and carers will be asked to provide their consent for a profile to be completed for their child.  
 
What is a Student Support Group meeting?  
Children with disability and their families already participate in Student Support Group meetings. Student Support 
Groups help children with disability to get the right support at school. 
 
A dedicated Student Support Group meeting will be held to complete the Disability Inclusion Profile. This meeting 
will run for around 90 minutes. It brings together the people who know most about your child and their learning.  
 
The Department of Education and Training has engaged independent, trained facilitators to help our school, and 
the families of our students, complete the profile during a meeting.  At the meeting, the group will be asked to talk 
about your child’s strengths, goals and any supports that may allow them to learn on the same basis as other stu-
dents.  
 
This includes agreeing about what level of supports are needed for each school-related activity.  
Everyone is encouraged to share ideas in the meeting, understand one another’s point of view and share responsi-
bility. 
 
Who will be at the Student Support Group meeting?  
• An independent facilitator will run the meeting. The meeting can include the following people: 
• the child, their parents/carers, teacher and principal representative 
• other people who work with the child, such as kindergarten teacher/s and/or other early childhood profes-

sionals, an NDIS worker, allied health/social worker or medical professional, therapist, psychologists or simi-
lar, or education support staff, can also attend if agreed by the school and the parent/carer.  

 
What is the parent/carer’s role in the meeting?  
At the meeting, parent/carer(s) will be responsible for:   
• sharing information about their child’s goals, learning, participation, social engagement and experiences at 

home that are relevant to the way they learn 
• sharing information about what has helped their child learn in the past   
• supporting their child or providing their child’s voice if they do not attend the meeting. 
Parents are also responsible for nominating a support person or advocate, if required.  
 
Will my child get more or less individualised funding through Disability Inclusion?  
Disability Inclusion will provide individual student funding at a level comparable to the PSD. Regardless of the level 
of individualised funding, schools must make reasonable adjustments to ensure students with disability can access 
and participate in education on the same basis as other students.  
Individual funding to support a particular student is based on the student’s needs and their school setting.  
 
How often will my child need to have their profile reviewed?  
Your child’s profile report will recommend when the profile should be reviewed and how often Student Support 
Group meetings should happen. A school representative/staff member will contact you when it is time to create or 
review your child’s profile.  
 
It is anticipated that a student will complete 2-3 profiles across their school career. 
 
Christine Monahan 
Assistant Principal 
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THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA 

Be prepared this pollen season 
Grass pollen season, which runs from October to December each year, brings an 
increase in asthma and hay fever symptoms. It also increases the risk of thunder-
storm asthma. For people with asthma or hay fever, especially those who experi-
ence wheezing or coughing with their hay fever, thunderstorm asthma can be 
sudden, serious and even life threatening. 

Ascot Vale Heights School will implement a range of measures to keep our 
school community safe when the risk of thunderstorm asthma increases.  

Many of our staff are trained in asthma first aid, and we will monitor the VicEmergency app to receive thunder-
storm warnings, and, where appropriate, keep students indoors when weather forecasts identify greater level of 
risk.   

How you can prepare  

During pollen season, there are some things you can do to prepare and protect yourself and your family: 

• If your child has ever had asthma: talk to your doctor about what you can do to help protect your child from 
the risk of thunderstorm asthma, including updating your asthma action plan. Taking an asthma preventer 
properly and regularly is key to preventing asthma, including thunderstorm asthma.  

• If your child has hay fever: see your pharmacist or doctor for a hay fever treatment plan and check if you 
should have an asthma reliever puffer. These are available from a pharmacy without a prescription. 

• If your child has hay fever and experiences wheezing and coughing: it is important to make sure they don’t 
also have asthma. Speak to your doctor about an asthma action plan.    

• Where possible, avoid being outside during thunderstorms from October to December, especially during the 
wind gusts that come before the storm. Go inside and close your doors and windows. If you have your air 
conditioning on, turn it to ‘recirculate’. 

Protect yourself this pollen season – managing asthma and allergies matters. 

Remain vigilant for COVID-19 

It is important for students to manage any hay fever or asthma symptoms, as these conditions can produce symp-

toms such as fever, chills, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, and loss or change to sense of smell 

or taste, which are similar to COVID-19 symptoms. 

If your child experiences these symptoms in different or worse ways to their usual hay fever or asthma symptoms, 

medical advice should be sought.  

Find out more  

For more information, visit your general practitioner (GP) or visit the Better Health Channel.  

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/thunderstorm-asthma
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/thunderstorm-asthma
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstormasthma
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Room 3 had a wonderful time exploring the Melbourne  
Aquarium and Healesville Sanctuary  
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Term 4 is a great time for reflection.  

The students have been looking through their Seesaw accounts and remembering  

all the fun excursions and celebrations we have had as a class.  

Just last week, the students have been to Sealife Aquarium and Healesville Sanctuary  

and are looking forward to more exciting events later this term. 

Blackwood Camp 

Melbourne Museum 

Birthday Parties 

Sealife Aquarium 

Healesville Santuary 



6 

 

Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.  

As we come to the end of Stage 2 building works, effective Monday 17 October  

we are returning to students transitioning on and off the buses at  

the rear of AVHS on Fernhill Street.  

Parent pick up and drop off remains unchanged. 


