1 Tasma Street
Ascot Vale 3032
ascot.vale.heights.sch@education.vic.gov.au
www.ascotvalehs.vic.edu.au
Office: 9370 8906
VCAL: 9370 8911
Dear Parents and Carers,
24 October
Camp Rm 11
25 October
Camp Rms 13 & 14
31 October
Pupil Free Day
1 November
Melbourne Cup
Public Holiday
14-18 November
Senior School Camp

21-25 November
Swimming
2 December
ACMI Excursion
5 December
Year 12 Graduation
7 December
Year 6 Graduation

20 December
Last Day Term 4
1pm finish
30 January 2023
Term 1 begins

Welcome to Term 4. This year it will be an extra long term, probably the longest we
have ever had!
It is terrific to see the new sections of the building works open and in use by our
school community. Hopefully the third stage will be ready for the new school year in
2023.
Term 4 is an extremely busy time of the year, especially in senior school. Our senior
school students have been busy completing their VCAL and ASDAN learning
outcomes and are preparing for their Melbourne City Camp in November. Planning
is also well underway for their Year 12 graduation scheduled for the 5th of December.
This year we have 17 students graduating and this is definitely the largest group
that have exited the school in my time. I am pleased to say that we are well
underway to finalising our post school placements for 2023. It is a long process, and
some important decisions need to be made along the way. Well done to our senior
students and parents for their ongoing commitment to participating in this valuable
process.

Did you know that when your child turns 16, they could be entitled to a ‘Disability
Support Pension (DSP)’.
The DSP is a payment from Centrelink that provides financial support to people with
a disability that are unable to work for 15 hours or more each week. DSP payments
are made fortnightly and can be paid directly into a savings account, such as a bank,
building society or credit union account. The rate of pay will vary according to age
and living circumstances.
To assess your child’s eligibility for DSP, Centrelink may require a report from your
doctor or specialist about your child’s disability. Your child must be at least 15 years
and 9 months and under Age Pension age when you claim, must meet the residence
rules and meet the income and assets tests (the child’s, not parents).

AVHS can help you with your application and can also provide you with supporting
evidence for your application. Applications are available at Centrelink or online at
www.servicesaustralia.gov.au
If your child is also studying full time, they are also eligible for the ‘Pensioner
Education Supplement’ which is an additional payment that supports the costs of
study.
To get this payment your child must be:
•

getting a payment from us that has this benefit as an add on

•

studying an approved course

•

a full time student or a part time student in special circumstances.

There are a number of different forms that will need to be completed for the DPS
and Pensioner Education Supplement:
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•

Claim for Disability Support Pension form (SA466)

•

Claim for Pensioner Education Supplement form (SY004)

•

Income and Assets form (SA369)

•

Authorising a person or organisation to enquire or act on your behalf form (SS313)

You will also need a bank account and Tax File Number for your child when applying for these benefits.
Multi Purpose Taxi Program (MPTP)
The MPTP assists with the travel needs of people with accessibility and mobility needs by offering subsidised commercial passenger vehicle fares to members. Members get 50 per cent off the total fare, up to $60, with some restrictions. Applications need to be lodged with your GP or a medical practitioner. See the following website for
more information. https://cpv.vic.gov.au/passengers/mptp
Companion Card
This card is for people with significant and permanent disability who have a lifelong need for a high level of support
to participate in community events and activities. The card allows a person’s carer free entry into participating venues and events.
You can apply for a Companion Card using a hard copy form or you can apply online.
Online applications have two sections to complete. Part A will need to be completed by (or for) the person with the
disability who is applying for a card and Part B will need to be completed by your health professional. See website
for further information on the application process and eligibility requirements. www.companioncard.vic.gov.au/
For further information on the DSP, Multi-Purpose Tax Program and or Companion Card, please contact Susanne or
Mary-Ann.

Warm regards, Susanne Andriesz
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Every student, every day to be given the opportunity to be the best they can be.

